
 

Greetings Bulldog Families. 

Lots of questions are circulating in regards to the Uncertain 2020-2021 School Year.  

As we begin to put the pieces of the Distance Learning puzzle together, I will do my best to 

provide the answers to your questions: 

 

Question #1 
"When will instruction begin?" 

 First Day of Distance Learning for Students: 

o August 31, 2020 

 

Question #2 
"Is SouthTech following the School District of Palm Beach County’s calendar?" 

 Yes 

 

Question #3 

“I received a text/email regarding a questionnaire from the District, but I can't log in.  Is this 

because it's the District questionnaire and SouthTech is a charter school? 

 Yes 

 SouthTech will send its own survey in early August. 

 

Question #4 
"How will SouthTech kick off Distance Learning?"  

 Beginning in August of 2020, SouthTech Schools will provide a learning situation that 

mimics, as closely as possible, the brick and mortar experience.  

 Most instructors will utilize their assigned school-based building for instruction. 

o Instructional activities will be provided through regularly scheduled classes, with 

a goal of building community in a distance learning environment.  

o Teachers’ initial virtual outreach to students will entail writing a personalized 

message to students. 

o Students are required to participate in distance/online learning at any time when 

face-to-face learning is not possible.  

o When engaging in distance learning, students will assume responsibility for 

appropriate behavior, while attending classes that will be held on a schedule 

that mirrors the bell schedule. 

Question #5  

"When will students go back to the brick and mortar school?"  

 In accordance with the recommendations of the Superintendent’s Health Advisory 

Committee, SouthTech’s return to brick and mortar will occur in four stages: 

 Pre-Stage 1 

o Chromebooks will be distributed to ensure a 1:1 ratio of students to devices. 

o To accommodate Academic Programs, some course materials may be distributed. 

o To accommodate CTE Programs, some Academy-specific materials may be 

distributed. 



 

 Stage 1—August 2020 Start Date for Students 

o Distance Learning for Grades 6—12  

o Parents/Guardians complete “Intent Questionnaire” before Stage 2 is initiated 

o Optional on-site, small group instruction following CDC guidelines 

o Health conditions will be reevaluated on a weekly basis. 

o Parents and visitors will not be allowed on campus without prior appointment 

 Stage 2 

o Begin face-to-face/live instruction on campus for the Targeted 25% —as 

determined by most recent FSA ELA & Math Assessments. ESOL, ESE, and 

homeless students will also resume face-to-face instruction at this time. 

 Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 

 Wednesdays will be used for Campus-wide Deep Disinfection. 

o Distance Learning continues for all other students. 

o Health Conditions will be reevaluated before Stage 3 is initiated. 

 Stage 3 

o Begin face-to-face/live instruction on campus for 50% of students at a time. 

 Mondays & Tuesdays  

 Students with last names beginning with A—K will attend school 

on campus 

 Wednesdays will be used for Campus-wide Deep Disinfection. 

 Thursdays & Fridays  

 Students with last names beginning with L—Z will attend school 

on campus 

o Continue live instruction for the Targeted 25%, ESOL, ESE, and homeless 

students. 

o Distance Learning continues for off-campus students. 

o Health Conditions will be reevaluated before Stage 4 is initiated. 

 Stage 4 

o Students in Grades 6—12 will receive face-to-face instruction on campus. 

o Health conditions will continue to be reevaluated on a regular basis. 

Remember that the intent of this correspondence is to address a few of the most frequently asked 

questions. If you have more questions than answers at this point, you are in good company. I just 

wanted to make sure you receive a mid-summer update of where we are, and in what direction 

we are going. 

 

Take care, and Team SouthTech is here for you.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
Eileen H. Turenne 

Principal of SouthTech Academy 

 


